
3

Is this the cross roads for the Daly River?

Humans are forever looking back at what
happened.  The world is full of historians;
in fact we are all fascinated by what went
on in the past.  We also assess many
decisions and how they impacted on the
course of our development and lifestyle 
and most importantly shape our attitude
towards future proposals to do ‘things’ 
to nature.

What will our future generations think about the decisions we make
today? It is known that impacts of decisions to develop land may not
be felt for 50 years.  In the meantime we meander along thinking all is
rosy.  Salinity and over allocation of water resources are two items that
spring to mind that are results of poor decisions in the past.

The NT is facing some important decisions on the future of the Daly
River.  Long term sustainable development with the likes of irrigated
crops needs to be carefully thought through.  I for one do not want a
wrong decision made because it could mean disaster.  On the other
hand we do need to look at ways of developing areas providing it’s 
not going to unduly interfere with the ecological balance of the 
Daly River.

I call on the Ministers of this government to get the draft plans for 
the Daly River out and in the public domain so we can all progress
this without standing and throwing rocks at everyone.  I would 
rather have dialogue than darts.

There has been progress with the Aquatic Resource User Group
Forum (ARUGF) in the decision to close the Adelaide River to
commercial barramundi gill netting.  Whilst the Seafood Council are
not in agreement to the closure, they have looked at the proposed
closure line for commercial netting and will only agree with the
closure if there is a buy out of one full licence.  AFANT agrees that 
a full licence should be bought out and will lobby the government 
to do this as soon as possible.

Minister Dr Chris Burns has approved the funding for AFANT for the
next three years as promised in their election campaign.  I would like
to thank the government on providing the necessary funding for
AFANT to continue representing the recreational anglers in the N.T.

With the weather starting to show signs of warming up we can look
forward to some good fishing – I hope.  Be safe on the water and 
good fishing.

Warren de With
President, AFANT

INDepth
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Recreational fishers welcome
National Survey Results ...

but want recognition

The report also highlighted that the
recreational fishing sector had released
around 60 million fish or one out of
every three fish caught. With very high
survival rates of many fish, recreational
fishers are making a clear and conscious
decision to put fish back to ensure their
angling future.

President of Recfish Australia Frank
Prokop said that the report highlighted 
a number of issues which need to 
be addressed.

“This report highlights the total lack of
recognition of one of Australia’s largest
industries by commonwealth, state and
local government. The report shows that
recreational fishers spend approximately
$62 per kilogram for their fish and this
does not include economic multipliers.”

“To demonstrate the importance of the
recreational fishery to the economy,
recreational fishers caught around 30,000
tonnes of fish in the entire country for a
return of $1,860 million. During the
same year, the commonwealth managed
South-east trawl fishery caught around
29,000 tonnes of fish for a return of only
$72 million. The recreational fishery 
returned more than 25 times the
economic activity for the same quantity

of catch yet gets almost no consideration
or funding from the commonwealth
government.” Mr Prokop said.

The report also said only 4% of
international tourists went fishing. With
decent recognition and promotion,
Australia could benefit from an increase
in high expenditure, low impact
international fishing tourism. However,
with the exception of the Northern
Territory, almost nothing had been done
to promote recreational fishing by
tourism bodies.

Mr Prokop believed that it was
Outrageous for some commentators 
to allege that recreational fisheries were
a threat to sustainability. “There has been
a revolution in recreational fishing
attitudes which is clearly brought out by
this report. Anglers 
are spending around $550 each for 
the privilege of releasing 1/3 of their
catch while generating more than 25
times the economic input for the 
same catch compared to commercial
fisheries. Recreational fishing relies 
on large numbers of fish as part of 
the overall experience and ecreational
fishers had been shown to be leaders in
conservative management around the
country.”

“It is time that all levels of government
recognised the importance of
recreational fishing and made appropriate
catch share allocations, particularly of
estuarine and inshore species to the
recreational fishing sector.” 
Mr Prokop said.

“It is also time for the commonwealth to
recognise the importance of recreational
fishing, which also includes health and
social benefits. I have asked Senator
Macdonald if he knows of any other
industry in Australia which is worth as
much that is as patently under-serviced as
recreational fishing.”

Mr Prokop welcomed the planning for
the next survey which could be
improved. Mr Prokop was confident that
the next national recreational fishing
survey would show that more fish were
being released by recreational fishers and
that the economic benefit had continued
to increase relative to the catch. He
hoped that governments would have
finally recognised the importance of
recreational fishing and started to
provide management and infrastructure
support.

Presented to Mike Reed on the occasion of his retirement from the Northern
Territory Legislative Assembly and in recognition of his outstanding contribution
to the recreational fishing industry.The courage he displayed whilst trusting his
own convictions positioned recreational fishing in the NT as a world class fishery.

The Amateur Fishermen’s Association of the Northern Territory would like to
acknowledge Mike Reed’s leadership and sincerely thank him for the valuable and
visionary role he played during his term as a MLA.We wish him and his family
good fortune and health in the years ahead.

Good tides, fair weather and tight lines from the AFANT team.

Recreational fishers welcomed the release of the national recreational
fishing survey which showed that the recreational fishing industry was
worth $1,860 million dollars to the Australian economy.

Pictured left to right:Warren de With, Neil Croft, Peter Maley & Mike Reed.

Thank you, Mike Reed
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It took 8 years and more than $3 million dollars
but finally we have the 2nd national survey on
recreational fishing.The first was conducted by
Recfish Australia in 1984.The results of this new
survey were released by the Federal Minister.
The data was collected prior to May 2000 and 
it has taken 3 years to analyse and compile the
data and then some further delays in getting the
results actually released. However there are
some very interesting and revealing information.
Some snippets to ponder.

• About 20% of the population fish 
recreationally
which equates to 3.36 million people over 
the age of 5.

• The NT had the highest participation
with almost 32% of our population who 
go fishing.

• Fishing tourism is vital to the NT
and of all the effort in the NT 38% is from 
interstate visitations.

• Release rates vary according to species.
The highest percentage was for sharks/rays 
on 82% with Murray Cod second on 77% and 
barramundi coming fifth on 72% after catfish 
and Australian bass.

We will bring you more next issue however 
if you want to look at the survey go to
www.affa.gov.au

A detailed analyses of the data for the NT is
currently being completed and this will provide
some valuable data on the catch rates for
species in the NT and provide a comparison 
to the Fishcount data of 1995.

NATIONAL
SURVEY
SOME STATS 

AND FIGURES
AFANT’s Executive Officer, John Harrison, has been appointed to the
Board of Directors of the Fisheries Research and Development
Corporation (FRDC) for a three year term.

The FRDC manages and funds about
60 –70% of the research and
development of the fishing industry
across Australia.All three sectors,
commercial, recreational and
indigenous of the fishing industry are
involved in the FRDC programs.

The principal programs of the FRDC are resource
sustainability, industry development and human capital
development with a number of sub-programs to accommodate
the likes of rock lobster, southern bluefin tuna and others.

Harrison said ”I am delighted and honoured to be selected and
looking forward to contributing to the processes and
development of all facets of the fishing industry.”

AFANT Executive
Officer appointed
to FRDC Board

The Draft Darwin Harbour Regional Plan of Management
is now available for public comment and feedback.

The Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee (DHAC) was
appointed in August 2002 and charged with the duty of
overseeing the development and implementation of the
Darwin Harbour Regional Plan of Management. Members
of this community based reference group have provided an
ongoing conduit for community values and issues to be
recognised in the formulation of the Plan.

This Regional Plan of Management provides us with a vision
for the future and a framework for managing, protecting and
enhancing our valuable harbour and catchment. The plan
addresses critical issues for management and continues to
build on achievements of the past.

While the harbour and its catchment encompass a range of
distinctive and unique environments that require protection,
the region is subject to pressures and conflicts of use, which
present a major challenge to government, industry and
community. These ever-present complexities require a
robust yet adaptive management framework. This regional
plan of management offers a coordinated and integrated
approach to management and planning within the harbour
and catchment.

Public Release – Draft
Darwin Harbour Regional
Plan of Management 
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The five goals of the plan are:
Goal 1. To maintain a healthy environment
Maintain and improve water quality and ecological health of
the marine, freshwater and terrestrial environments in the
region. Improve our understanding of our environment,
through research and monitoring, to inform management.

Goal 2.To support recreational use and enjoyment of
the environment
Manage and enhance the quality of our leisure time, and
promote community pride through the maintenance of our
scenic values and the region’s unique character.

Goal 3.To encourage ecologically and economically
sustainable development
Sustain and manage the demands and impacts of tourism,
transport, aquaculture, horticulture, urban development and
other commercial uses of the harbour and catchment.

Goal 4. To protect cultural values and heritage
Maintain and protect cultural uses, and sites of cultural and
heritage value.Acknowledge indigenous interests, values and
concerns and indigenous people’s innate connection with the
Darwin Harbour region.

Goal 5. To foster community ownership and
participation in management
Ensure the participation of the community in the
development, and implementation, of the Plan. Inform the
public of current management actions, issues, and the health
of the environment.

Public Consultation
Public contribution to the development of the Darwin
Harbour Regional Plan of Management is vital to ensure the
Plan adequately reflects the interests and activities of all
stakeholders in the long term. Public comments and
submissions on the draft plan are now being sought.

Copies of the Darwin Harbour Regional Plan of Management
can be obtained by contacting: 8999 4473 or 8999 4478.
Copies are available in CD format or you can download the
document from the Advisory Committee’s website at:
http://www.ipe.nt.gov.au/divisions/dhac

Comments and Submissions can be sent to:
The Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee
C-/O PO Box 30 PALMERSTON NT 0831
Or E-mail: dhac@nt.gov.au
For further information or assistance contact 
(08) 8999 4473 or (08) 8999 4478

Goals of the Darwin Harbour
Regional Plan of Management
Five management goals have been identified in the Plan. For each goal, there is a range
of outcomes, which the plan will aim to achieve. Section 3 of the Plan lists the actions
to achieve the Plan’s outcomes and overall goals.

With triennial funding we 
are now able to plan well in
advance and get a number 
of important projects off 
the drawing board and
commenced.The
Government’s Industry
Development Support
Program will provide 
AFANT with $160,000 pa 
for operational and program
activities over the next 
three years.

In addition,AFANT received a
second grant to assist fishing
clubs based on their need for

new equipment to improve
their club’s facilities.An
amount of $10,000 pa for 
the next three years will 
be managed by AFANT as 
a small grants program for
recreational and sport fishing
clubs in the NT.

This continued support of
AFANT by the government
will ensure the future of our
organisation and the annual
‘cap in hand’ process has been
eliminated which is seen as 
a very positive step.

Funding for AFANT
secured for 3 years

The AFANT Executive was very pleased when Minister
Chris Burns formally notified the Committee of
continued government support for the next three
financial years.The announcement was confirmed when
the Executive met with Dr Burns in his Parliament
House office.


