
The Chief Minister of the NT announced in November
that a Community Reference Group (CRG) would be
charged with the responsibility of developing a land use
plan for the Daly River.The subject of much debate in
recent years the Daly is a ‘Mecca’ for local, interstate
and international anglers.

It has also been subject to the dreams and aspirations
of many developers since the late 1800s. Many a man
and company has tried to tame the Daly and reap the
harvest of agricultural crops since as early as 1879,
probably before than. But the harsh tropical climate,
insects, unsuitable farming practices and a range of
other difficulties has seen the Daly continually reject
these primary ‘advances’.

We, as information improves, have today got what it
takes to perhaps tame the likes of the Daly a little
better than in the past. However time will tell on that
as well. Many concerns have been expressed by a range
of community groups over what is appropriate
development for the Daly basin.

The prospect of broad acre irrigation, uncontrolled land
clearing and the use of chemicals, pesticides, herbicides
and short term outlooks has prompted a series of
meetings and wide debate amongst the public.

The Chief Minister’s announcement at least puts the
long term prospect of development on the Daly firmly
in the hands of the Community at large.The Group will
include representatives from Northern Land Council,
ATSIC, NT Horticulture Assoc, NT Cattleman’s Assoc,
Katherine Region Tourist Association,Amateur
Fishermen’s Association NT (AFANT), Environment
Centre of the NT, NT Landcare Council, Nauiyu
Nambiyu Community Government Council, Katherine
Town Council and three Daly Region community
residents.
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To tell or not to tell? Sharing secrets with your fellow fisherman
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Daly River Integrated
Regional Land Use Plan

By John Harrison
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Long sleeve vented fishing shirt

2004 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS

The famous Brown’s Creek on the Daly River with the increasing sandbar

A Mart Allsports P/L
Allycraft Modifications
Alvey Reels Australia
Arafura Tackle
Australian Fuel Distributors P/L
Australian Monofil Co. PTY LTD -
Platypus
Bridge Auto's Toyota
Bynoe Haven Boat Hire
Camping & Sporting Wholesalers
Channel Nine Darwin
Crab Claw Island Fishermen's Village
Crowne Plaza Darwin

Dunphy Sports Fishing Imports P/L -
Shimano
Fishing Monthly Group - QLD Fishing
Monthly, NSW Fishing Monthly,
Fishing QLD Annual, Fishing NSW
Annual, Fishing VIC Annual &
Australian Fishing Tackle Retailer.
Frost Ford
GS Marine P/L
Gus Veness Fishing Sport PTY LTD -
Hawk Tournament Tested
Halco Tackle Company
Holiday Inn Esplanade Darwin

Hot Spot Fishing Tours
In & Outboard Marine
Jarvis Walker P/L
Jonese Web Design
Leaders Creek Fishing Base
Lowrance Electronics
Luma Luma Holiday Apartments
Mary River Houseboats P/L
MGM Grand Darwin
North Australian Fish Finder
Northern Air Charter
Palms Village Resort
Qantas Airways LTD

Quality Marine & Outboards
Reidy's Lures
Rios Lures
Spot On Marine
Star Printers
Taylor Marine
The Capricornia Hotel/Motel
The Yacht Shop NT P/L
Tidy Car
Top Gear
Trailcraft Boats
Waeco Pacific P/L
ZIB Insurance Brokers

NB The Groote Eylandt Game and Sport Fishing Club conduct 5 major tournaments each year including three billfish events. However due to the unpredictable
wind, weather and other conditions in and around Groote Eylandt tournament dates were not set at time of publication. For further information please contact
Dale Latter on 08 89876206 or dale.latter@bigpond.com 

Indepth front / back cover  22/12/03  5:32 PM  Page 1



AFANT
MERCHANDISE

AFANT Bumper stickers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.00
AFANT 120cm Measuring stickers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5.00
AFANT Bucket Hats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15.00
AFANT reel stubby coolers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.00
in assorted colours
Casual polo shirts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$40.00
in blue, white and mustard
Long sleeve vented fishing shirts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45.00
in light blue, yellow and khaki
All prices include GST
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DonÕt forget ...
the AFANT AGM 
February 15th 2004
10:00am Aviation Institute,
Charles Eaton Dr, Marrara.
Calling for the following
nominations:Vice President,
Treasurer,Ass. Sec/Treasurer 
and 3 General Committee.
Nominations forms available
from AFANT

Kakadu Passes
Yearly
Territorian
Passes available
at AFANT for:

$65.00 
inc GST.

For more info about 
Kakadu visit:
www.ea.gov.au/parks/kakadu

sector, be it aquaculture or traditional nets, we will lose
it because the sanitised world in which we live is
denaturing the competitive spirit and eroding all sports
and recreations where physical violence is occurring.
While I have no doubt this is occurring it is not all doom
and gloom. We do have some things going for us, for
example we have a huge participation rate (although
declining both locally and nationally), we have the ear of
Governments, both state and federal, and we have the
potential to be a real force in the future directions of
fishing but only with some serious attention being paid
to the problems that are looming on the horizon, most
significant of which is funding from fishermen for
fishermen. If we are not prepared to support our own
future (share), why would we expect others to do so in
the long term. Currently your voice (AFANT) is funded,
but we are on notice to provide our own funding in the
near future and that will not happen unless fishermen
such as yourself are prepared to share the burden. I
came onto the AFANT committee to make a difference
in the recreational fishing sector. I am committed to
ensuring that my boy can also have the feeling of being
a master of his own destiny while fishing but also part of
a sharing and concerned society by maintaining that
resource when not fishing.

My guess is that during the first part of this article, many
people were nodding in agreement, thinking what a
good idea it is not to tell anyone about where and when
you caught fish, and being very vague with any details.
The truth is that the above was fictitious, not because
my wife and I canÕt catch barra, but because I enjoy
helping people catch fish, I am confident all of you can
get a feed when you want from the harbour and that
currently we have a fantastic attitude to the release of
excess fish which will ensure we have sufficient stocks
for the future. The future of your recreation and your
voice being heard is on notice and only as a collective
will we achieve the somewhat contradictory outcomes
of a societal resource for the self interest of fisherman.

To tell or
not to tell?
Sharing our secrets with 
fellow fisherman

Christmas Break
Our office will be closed from close of business 23rd
December 2003, and re-opening again on the 2nd
January.We would like to wish all our members a
safe and happy christmas and New Year and all the
best for the 2004 fishing year!

Congratulations

To the following winners for the yearly membership draw
Robert Basson for winning first place in our fantastic yearly
membership draw. Robert walks away with $1,000 worth of
ReidyÕs second lures and a tackle bag with trays from Top End
Fishing Supplies.

Second place is Craig Humphris , Craig wins a fly fishing trip
for 2 with Insight Fly fishing donated by Graeme Williams
and third place is Murray Brayton who wins an AFANT shirt,
cap, cooler and sunglasses donated by Barz Optics.
Congratulations to all the winners.

A catfish eating a sea urchin - 
do fish feel pain?

Continued from page 5

Regulations Snap Shot
It is illegal to tether fish in the Northern Territory
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